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1, Minister of Economy Leibbrand of Beden (3PD) intended to include
the other two lands of the French Zone in hias plan for direct
soonomic and commercial relations between Baden and France.
During the fall of 1947, he invited the governments of Wirttembery-
Hohengollern and Rheinland-Pfalsz either to join in his efforts

. or to develop economic plans of a similar charscter in their own
Iands. leidbbrand pointed out that his main purpose was to estab-
1ish economic relations betwsan France and the French Zone without
conaideration for the rest of Germany, so that the French Zone
might gain advantages which it would forego if it waited for the
Allles to reach an agreement on the economic future of Germany,
He inalsted that: ‘

s. Actlon in accordance with his views should be taken before tre
end of the London Conference,
b, Influential French government and business circles were beck-
ing his plans.

25X1A ©° Gouvernement !i1litaire was backing his plan in all three Lands,

R c nt: Leibbrend purposely misinformed officials of
w!FGESEsggggﬂﬁhanzollern and Rhoin{and-Pfalz on Gouvernement
Militeire attitudes. The French governors of the two Lands
ectually regard Leibbrand's ectivities with conaidersgble reserve.}

2, laibbrand's negotiations did not produce the results he had hoped
for, The leadership of the Social Democratic Party in the two
Lands. opposed Lelbbrand's intention of producing an economic rfait
ace 11 in the French Zone independently of the rest of Germany
and without reference to Allied agreements. lle therefore dis-:
continued his efforts to convince Wirttemberg-Hohenzollern and
Rheinland-Pfalz and began to concentrate on the SPD in baden.

3. In a meeting of the Baden SPD Directorate at the beginning of Decer:.
ber 1947, Leibbrand admitted the complete failure of his proposals
to the other lands, which he ascribed to the opposition of SPD
government officlals. He sugpested that the baden SPD Directorate
on its own should ask Gouvernement Militaire permission to open
direct negotiations between the Baden government and the Prench
Hinintrg of Economy. Although he has a cortain number of adhereni:
in the SPD, the.msjority does not favor his plan. Moreover, the
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A Baden SFD Directorate does not want to undertnke such an action az leilbrand
proposed without the consent of the 'lannover SPD Direstorats,
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